RICHARD AOKI

Richard Aoki (1938-2009)

Richard Aoki was a “sansei”, third-generation Japanese-American, who became one of the
founding members of the Black Panther Party (BPP). Richard spent years as a child in a
WWII Japanese American concentration camp. This experience led to much resentment
with how people of color are treated in the United States. He grew up in West Oakland and
served eight years in the U.S. military. The U.S. military attempted to enlist him for another
eight years but he saw it as a trap.
He came back to Oakland, attended Merritt College, and reconnected with old friends from
his neighborhood. One of his friends was a BPP founding member, Bobby Seale. Richard
became intimately involved in the founding of the Party and contributed the first two
firearms. He was Minister of Field Operations and trained Black Panthers in tactics dealing
with the police.
His leadership made a significant impact on individuals and groups in the contemporary
Asian American Movement. Richard's contributions to the groundbreaking organization
Asian American Political Alliance (AAPA) and its involvement in the Third World Liberation
Front (TWLF) student strike led to the formation of ethnic studies at U.C. Berkeley. Above all
else, Richard Aoki's life demonstrates the incredible dedication to justice one man has had
and how the lessons of solidarity, commitment, and discipline can carry on from one
generation to the next.
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