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Fair Political Practices 
Commission

• Proposition 9, known today as the 

Political Reform Act, regulates conflicts of 

interest, campaign finance, and lobbying 

activity.

• The FPPC was created to implement and 

enforce the Act, and to inform and assist 

candidates and public officials in 

complying with these laws.



• Campaign Forms

• Committee IDs

• Campaign Bank 
Accounts

• Recordkeeping

Let’s learn 
about:
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Form 501: 
Candidate 
Intention 

Statement

WHEN:

• File before spending or 
receiving money, 
including personal 
funds

WHERE:

• File with your local 
filing officer (city clerk 
or Registrar of Voters)

Also: must file a 501 if 
running for re-election



Form 470 –
Officeholder and 

Candidate Campaign 
Statement — Short 

Form
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WHO:

Form 470 is for use by 
officeholders and candidates 
who: 

• do not have a controlled 
committee; and

• do not anticipate receiving 
contributions totaling $2,000 
or more during the calendar 
year; and 

• do not anticipate spending 
$2,000 or more during the 
calendar year.



Form 470 Supplemental
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• Used by candidates who exceed the $2000 

threshold after they filed Form 470.

• Must be sent within 48 hours of receiving 

contributions totaling $2,000 or more or making 

expenditures of $2,000 or more.

• Must be sent by guaranteed overnight delivery 

service, personal delivery, fax, or email. Regular 

mail may not be used.

• Must be delivered to ALL of the following:

• Local Filing Officer

• Opposing Candidates

• Secretary of State
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Form 410: 
Statement of Organization

WHEN:

• Within 10 

days of raising 

or spending 

$2,000

WHERE:

• Original with 

SOS; copy to 

filing officer

Must include last name, 

office sought, and election 

year

SOS will reject if e-mail 

is not provided
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Form 410: 
Statement of 
Organization 
(Continued)

Committee ID/Bank 
Account

• Will reject with no 
info on bank account

Note:

• “Pending” is only 
acceptable on initial 
& not yet qualified 
forms

A candidate’s campaign 

committee is a controlled 

committee
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Committee 
ID Number

• Used on all FPPC 
forms

• Issued upon receipt 
& processing of 410 
from Secretary of 
State

• cal-
access.sos.ca.gov
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Bank Account Rules

• One bank account

• No commingling 

• All campaign expenditures from campaign account

• Exception: Filing and ballot statement fees 

• Can be a personal account
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Form 700: 
Statement of 

Economic 
Interests

WHEN:

• By the declaration 
for candidacy

WHERE:

• File with your local 
elections office

Also: public document



Recordkeeping Rules

• Receipts, campaign forms, supporting documentation: 
Four years

• Contributions:
• Daily record
• Contributor record

• $25 or more: names & addresses
• $100 or more: names, addresses, occupations, 

employers

• Campaign Manual Chapter 2

• Candidate & treasurer equally liable
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Campaign 
Contributions

Let’s learn 
about:
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Defining Contributions
What is a contribution?

• Money (cash, check, credit card)

• Nonmonetary items

• Coordinated payments made by a 3rd

party

• Loans

• Enforceable promises

Note: all contributions 

must be disclosed on 

the Form 460
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Defining Contributions
Exceptions to Contributions

• Volunteer personal services

• Communications from organization to 

its members

• Uncompensated internet activity

• Home/office fundraiser
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Defining Contributions
Home and Office Fundraiser 

Exception

• $500 reportable threshold

• All items donated to event, not just 

occupant/host contributions
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Defining Contributions
When are monetary contributions 

received?

• Date received is the earlier of the following options:

• Possession of check (not date deposited)

• Possession of payment information for 

credit cards

• When a contract vendor or collecting 

agent receive either of the above.



Contribution Rules
Receiving Electronic Contributions

• Credit card

• Wire transfer

• Debit account transaction

• Text message

• PayPal,  Venmo, Stripe,  ActBlue,  Anedot, etc.

Fees associated with this type of fundraising or deducted by the 
vendor before the contributions are sent are reported as 
expenditures. The fees are not deducted from the 
amount of each contribution reported. 18



Contribution Rules
Restrictions

• Contributions of $25 or more without contributors 
name and address

• Contributions less than $25 may remain 
anonymous

• Contributions of $100 or more in cash, money order, or 
cashier’s check

• Contributions from foreign government or principal

• Permanent Green Card-holding residents may 
contribute

• Local contribution limits may apply
19



Contribution Rules
Restrictions and Decision Making Qualification

If the candidate is an official who holds an appointed position and 
receives contributions for an elective office, he/she may be subject 
to the provisions of GC 84308, which prohibits officials from 
soliciting or accepting contributions of $250 or more from an entity 
doing business before the official’s agency. 

Who is Covered Under GC 84308?

• Planning Commissioners

• Local Agency Formation Commission members (LAFCO)

• Transportation Authority members

• Air Quality Management District members

• Waste Management Authority members

• California Coastal Commissioners
20



Contribution Rules
Major Donor Notification

You must send a contributor of $5,000 or more a notice 
that they may need to file as a major donor.

Major donors may need to file:

• Form 461, Major Donor Statement

• Form 497, 24-Hour/10-Day Contribution report

21
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What is one thing you 
have learned about 
campaign 
contributions?

Quick review
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Campaign Statement 
Form 460

Let’s learn 
about:
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Campaign Statement

Form 460 Cover Page

Check filing schedule for 

type of statementCheck filing 

schedule for 

dates

Candidate and treasurer 

must both sign



Form 460
Snapshot of 
Schedules
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Money In

• A: Contributions

• B: Loans received

• C: Non-monetary 
contributions

• I: Misc. Increases to cash

Money Out

• B: Loan repayments

• E: Expenditures

• F: Accrued expenses
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Form 460 - Schedule A
Reporting Monetary Contributions

IND = Individual

COM = Committee

OTH = Other (e.g., 

business)

PTY = Political party

SCC = Small 

Contributor committee

Report all contributions less 

than $100 in a lump sum

Include 

individual’s 

occupation 

& employer

Contributions given in an 

earlier reporting period are 

added to the new contribution
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Donor Information

Individual contributors of $100 or more:

• Name and street address

• The occupation and employer

Manager, Harvey’s Hardware 
Store

Self-Employed, No Separate 
Business Name

Attorney, Fong & Associates

Consultant, Strategic Politics

Homemaker or Student

Retired

Manager

Owner

Neighbor

Friend

Consultant, SPS Inc.

Business Person

Entrepreneur

Philanthropist

C
o
rr

e
ct

In
co

rre
ct
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Schedule B
Reporting Loans Received

• Multiple loans by single sources listed separately

• Personal funds may be reported as a loan

• Report the bank that makes the loan
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Report all loans received until they are completely 

paid off

May end up being 

a negative 

number

Schedule B
Reporting Loans Received
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Schedule C
Reporting 

Non-Monetary 
Contributions

• Food/beverages

• Rental space

• Polls

• Discounts



Non-Monetary Contributions

• Report donated items at fair market value

• The amount it would cost for a member of the 
public to purchase the item

• Provide a description of good or service

• Aggregate monetary and non-monetary contributions 
from a single source
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Schedule E
Reporting Campaign Expenditures

• Political, legislative, or governmental purpose

• Petty cash fund ($100 or less)

• No cash expenditure of $100 or more.

• Credit cards OK

• Must be zeroed out first.

• Can only be used for campaign purposes, until campaign expenses are 

fully paid off.

Note:  A spouse or domestic partner of an elected officer or a candidate may 

not receive compensation from campaign funds for services rendered, 

including fundraising services for the candidate’s campaign.

Campaign funds may not be used for personal purposes!
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Schedule E
Reporting Payments Made

Itemize expenditures of $100. Gifts, meals, and 

travel require certain details.

Reimburse 

candidate for filing 

fees

Credit card payment
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Schedule E
Reporting Subvendor Payments

• Subvendors of campaign agents and consultants

• Itemize payments of $500 or more

• Reimburse campaign workers with 45 days
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Form 460–
Summary 

Page

N/A for local 

candidates

N/A for local 

candidates
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• Form 497
• Filing Schedules
• Advertisement 

Disclosures
• Mass Mailing
• After Elections

Let’s learn 
about:
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24-Hour/10-Day Contribution Report
Form 497

• $1,000 or more from a single source within the 90 days 

before and on the date of the election

• Filed by personal delivery, guaranteed overnight mail, fax, 

email



Filing Schedules

Candidates and committee should be referred to filing 
schedules if they have questions about:

• Which forms to submit

• Filing Periods

• Deadlines

• Resources/Additional Information*

*While filing schedules list additional information, the filing schedule 
may not have all information. Please contact the FPPC for questions 
about filing schedules.
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Filing Schedules & 

Reporting Due Dates

After the election, most candidates file the 460 semi-

annually until the committee is terminated.



Advertising Disclosures

Advertising disclosures are the portion of a political message 
that identifies the committee that paid for or authorized the 
communication. 

Some examples of advertising disclosure are, “Paid for by 
[committee name]” or "Ad paid for by [committee name]“.

Advertising disclosures can vary so you should review the 
advertising disclosure charts on the FPPC website, in the 
campaign manuals or feel free to contact the FPPC with any 
questions.
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Advertisement 
Disclosures
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Advertisement 
Disclosures

Identification on Mass Mailings

If more than 200 similar pieces are sent 

in a calendar month:

Paid for by Hermione Granger for Minister of Magic 20XX

1800 Park Street

Southwark, CA 18442

Pansy Parkinson

545 Golden Square

Soho, CA 17662
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Mass Mailings
Recordkeeping Requirements

Retain a copy of each mass mailing. In 

your records, keep note of:

• Date sent

• Method of postage

• Number of pieces

• Copy of the mailing



After the Election
Successful Candidates

• File reports and pay $50 while committee remains open

• Receive contributions to pay off campaign debt

• Use leftover funds for future election if they are 
redesignated or transferred

• Leftover funds become surplus 90 days after leaving 
office

44



After the Election
Defeated Candidates

• File reports and pay $50 while committee remains open

• Use leftover funds for future election if they are 
redesignated or transferred

• Leftover funds become surplus 90 days after the end of 
the semi-annual reporting period following the election
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After the Election
Using Leftover Funds for a Future Election

Running for the same office

• File 501

• File amended Form 410

Running for Different Office

• File 501

• File a new 410

• Open new bank account

• Transfer funds to new bank account

• Note: funds and assets must be transferred before 
becoming surplus 46



47

Visit Our Website
www.fppc.ca.gov
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Candidate Toolkit
FPPC Home Page →

Learn → Campaign Rules 
→ Candidate Toolkit

Basic Rules for Treasurers
FPPC Home Page → Learn →
Campaign Rules → Candidate 

Toolkit
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Thank you!


