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CITY OF OAKLAND 
CHILDREN’S INITIATIVE  

OVERSIGHT COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING AGENDA  

THURSDAY, JANUARY 26, 2023 
4:00 PM 

Via Zoom 
 

Oversight Commission Members: 
 

Bernadette Zermeno (D-7), Clarissa Doutherd (D-4), Cynthia Adams, Dana Cilono (D-7), Edgar 
Rodriguez-Ramirez, Jessica Jung (D-2), Jorge Lerma (D-5), Kareem Weaver, Kym Johnson (D-4), 

Lange Luntao, Melanie Moore (D-2), Priya Jagannathan, Rickey Johnson (D-3), 
Tiffany Rose Lascado (D-6)  

 
Pursuant to California Government Code section 54953(e), Children’s Initiative Oversight 

Commission Board Members/Commissioners, as well as City staff, will participate via 
phone/video conference, and no physical teleconference locations are required. 

 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 
The Oakland Children’s Initiative Oversight Commission encourages public participation in the 
online board meetings. The public may observe and/or participate in this meeting in several 
ways. 
 
OBSERVE:  Please click the link below to join the webinar: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81319896313  
 
Or One tap mobile :  
    US: +16699009128,,81319896313#  or +16694449171,,81319896313#  
 
Or Telephone: 
    Dial(for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location): 
        US: +1 669 900 9128  or +1 669 444 9171  or +1 719 359 4580  or 
+1 253 205 0468  or +1 253 215 8782  or +1 346 248 7799  or +1 360 209 
5623  or +1 386 347 5053  or +1 507 473 4847  or +1 564 217 2000  or +1 
646 558 8656  or +1 646 931 3860  or +1 689 278 1000  or +1 301 715 
8592  or +1 305 224 1968  or +1 309 205 3325  or +1 312 626 6799  
 
Webinar ID: 813 1989 6313 

      
International numbers available: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcL85iSsI  
  

 
After calling any of these phone numbers, if you are asked for a participant ID or code, press #.  
Instructions on how to join a meeting by phone are available at: https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-
us/articles/201362663, which is a webpage entitled “Joining a Meeting By Phone.” 
 
PROVIDE PUBLIC COMMENT: There are three ways to make public comment within the 
time allotted for public comment on an eligible Agenda item. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81319896313
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcL85iSsI
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362663
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362663
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• Comment in advance. To send your comment directly to the Commissioner’s and staff 
BEFORE the meeting starts, please send your comment, along with your full name and agenda 
item number you are commenting on, to Jennifer Cabán at JCaban@oakland.ca.gov.   
Please note that eComment submissions close one (1) hour before posted meeting time. All 
submitted public comment will be provided to the Commissioners prior to the meeting. 
 
• By Video Conference. To comment by Zoom video conference, click the “Raise Your Hand” 
button to request to speak when Public Comment is being taken on an eligible agenda item at the 
beginning of the meeting.  You will then be unmuted, during your turn, and allowed to 
participate in public comment.  After the allotted time, you will then be re-muted. Instructions on 
how to “Raise Your Hand” are available at: https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/205566129, 
which is a webpage entitled “Raise Hand In Webinar.” 
 
• By Phone. To comment by phone, please call on one of the above listed phone numbers.  You 
will be prompted to “Raise Your Hand” by pressing STAR-NINE (“*9”) to request to speak 
when Public Comment is being taken on an eligible agenda item at the beginning of the meeting.  
Once it is your turn, you will be unmuted and allowed to make your comment.  After the allotted 
time, you will be re-muted. Instructions of how to raise your hand by phone are available at: 
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362663, which is a webpage entitled “Joining a 
Meeting by Phone.” 
 

If you have any questions about these protocols,  
please e-mail Jennifer Cabán at JCaban@oakland.ca.gov. 

 
 
  

mailto:JCaban@oakland.ca.gov
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/205566129
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362663
mailto:JCaban@oakland.ca.gov
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Each person wishing to speak on items must raise their hands via ZOOM  

Persons addressing the Children’s Initiative Commission shall state their names and the 
organization they are representing, if any. 

 

 AGENDA ITEM SCHEDULE ACTION ATTACHMENTS 
1 Call to Order 4:00 PM AD   

2 Roll Call 5 Minutes AD   

3 Resolution 5 Minutes A Attachment 1 

4 Review of Agenda 5 Minutes AD   

5 Public Forum – Public Comment on Non-
Agenda Items 5 Minutes AD   

6 
Children’s Initiative Implementation 
Partner(s) – Status Update 
 

5 Minutes I  

7 Review Role & Responsibilities of the 
Commission  5 Minutes AD Attachment 2 

8 Mission / Vision Discussion  20 Minutes I  

9 PRESENTATION – Early Childhood 
Education 101 35 Minutes I  

10 
Other Items 

• 9th Annual African American 
Literature Read-In Week  

10 Minutes AD   

11 
Wrap-Up & Next Steps 

• Call for agenda topics for February 
5 Minutes AD   

 
A = Action Item     I = Informational Item    AD = Administrative Item 

A* = Action, if Needed 
 

Do you need an ASL, Cantonese, Mandarin or Spanish interpreter or other assistance to participate? Please email 
JCaban@oaklandca.gov or call (510) 238-6840 or (510) 238-2007 for TDD/TTY five days in advance.  

 

¿Necesita un intérprete en español, cantonés o mandarín, u otra ayuda para participar? Por favor 
envíe un correo electrónico a JCaban@oaklandca.gov o llame al (510) 238-6840 o al 
(510) 238-2007 para TDD/TTY por lo menos cinco días antes de la reunión. Gracias. 

 

你需要手語,西班牙語,粵語或國語翻譯服務嗎?請在會議前五個工作天電郵 
JCaban@oaklandca.gov 或 致電 (510) 238-6840 或 (510) 238-2007 TDD/TTY. 

mailto:JCaban@oaklandca.gov
mailto:JCaban@oaklandca.gov
mailto:JCaban@oaklandca.gov


 
OAKLAND CHILDREN’S INITIATIVE  

OVERSIGHT COMMISSION 
 

RESOLUTION NO. _01-26-23-1_ 
 
 

 
 

RESOLUTION RENEWING AND CONTINUING THE CHILDREN’S 
INITIATIVE OVERSIGHT COMMISSION’S DETERMINATION THAT 
CONDUCTING IN-PERSON MEETINGS OF THE CHILDREN’S 
INITIATIVE OVERSIGHT COMMISSION AND ITS COMMITTEES 
WOULD PRESENT IMMINENT RISKS TO ATTENDEES’ HEALTH, AND 
ELECTING TO CONTINUE CONDUCTING MEETINGS USING 
TELECONFERENCING IN ACCORDANCE WITH CALIFORNIA 
GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 54953(e), A PROVISION OF AB 361 

 
WHEREAS, on March 4, 2020, Governor Gavin Newsom declared a state of emergency 

related to COVID-19, pursuant to Government Code Section 8625, and such declaration has not 
been lifted or rescinded. (See https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/3.4.20-
Coronavirus-SOE-Proclamation.pdf.); and 
 

WHEREAS, on June 17, 2022 Gavin Newsom issued Executive Order N-11-22 
reaffirming that a State of Emergency exists in California as a result of COVID-19. (See 
https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/6.17.22-COVID-EO-Rollback-
signed.pdf.); and 

 
WHEREAS, on March 9, 2020, the City Administrator in their capacity as the Director of 

the Emergency Operations Center (EOC), issued a proclamation of local emergency due to the 
spread of COVID-19 in Oakland, and on March 12, 2020, the City Council passed Resolution No. 
88075 C.M.S. ratifying the proclamation of local emergency pursuant to Oakland Municipal Code 
(O.M.C.) section 8.50.050(C); and 

 
WHEREAS, City Council Resolution No. 88075 remains in full force and effect to date; 

and  
 
WHEREAS, the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) continues to recommend physical 

distancing of at least six (6) feet whenever possible, avoiding crowds and poorly ventilated spaces, 
particularly for people who are not fully vaccinated or who are at higher risk of getting very sick 
from COVID-19. (See https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-
sick/prevention.html.); and 

 
WHEREAS, the CDC recommends that families with children under 5 and unvaccinated 

household members continue to take steps to prevent COVID-19 infection including distancing. 
(See https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/groups/families-covid-19.html.); and  

https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/3.4.20-Coronavirus-SOE-Proclamation.pdf
https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/3.4.20-Coronavirus-SOE-Proclamation.pdf
https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/6.17.22-COVID-EO-Rollback-signed.pdf
https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/6.17.22-COVID-EO-Rollback-signed.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/groups/families-covid-19.html
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WHEREAS, the CDC continues to caution that older adults remain more likely to get very 

sick from COVID-19. (See https://www.cdc.gov/aging/covid19/covid19-older-adults.html.); and 
 
WHEREAS, the CDC, the California Department of Public Health, and the Alameda 

County Public Health Department all recommend that people experiencing COVID-19 symptoms 
or who have tested positive for COVID-19 stay home. (See 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/steps-when-sick.html.); and 

 
WHEREAS, the CDC still finds that COVID-19 vaccines are highly effective at 

preventing severe illness, hospitalizations and death and continues to recommend that all eligible 
persons get vaccinated for COVID-19 and stay up to date on their COVID-19 vaccines. (See 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html.); and 

 
WHEREAS, vaccinated persons may still get COVID-19 and can spread the virus to 

others. (See https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/effectiveness/why-measure-
effectiveness/breakthrough-cases.html.); and 

 
WHEREAS, anyone infected with COVID-19 can spread the virus, even if they do not 

have symptoms. (See https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/how-
covid-spreads.html.); and 

 
WHEREAS, the City’s public-meeting facilities are indoor facilities not designed to 

ensure circulation of fresh/outdoor air, particularly during periods of cold and/or rainy weather, 
and were not designed to ensure that attendees can remain six (6) feet apart; and 

 
WHEREAS, holding in-person meetings would encourage community members to come 

to City facilities to participate in local government, and some of them would be at high risk of 
getting very sick from COVID-19 and/or may live with someone who is at high risk; and 

 
WHEREAS, in-person meetings would tempt community members who are experiencing 

COVID-19 symptoms to leave their homes in order to come to City facilities and participate in 
local government; and 

 
WHEREAS, attendees would use ride-share services and/or public transit to travel to in-

person meetings, thereby putting them in close and prolonged contact with additional people 
outside of their households; and 
 

WHEREAS, on September 20, 2022, the Children’s Initiative Oversight Commission 
adopted Resolution No. 09-20-22-1 determining that conducting in-person meetings would present 
imminent risks to attendees’ health, and electing to conduct meetings using teleconferencing in 
accordance with California Government Code section 54953(e), a provision of AB 361; and 

 
WHEREAS, by making these findings that conducting in-person meetings would present 

imminent risks to attendees’ health, and by making an election to conduct meetings via 
teleconference, the Children’s Initiative Oversight Commission may elect to continue to meet via 
teleconference by adopting subsequent resolutions, at least every 30 days, as part of a broader 
Children’s Initiative Oversight Commission agenda, and need not do so on a single-subject agenda; 
now therefore be it: 

https://www.cdc.gov/aging/covid19/covid19-older-adults.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/steps-when-sick.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/effectiveness/why-measure-effectiveness/breakthrough-cases.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/effectiveness/why-measure-effectiveness/breakthrough-cases.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/how-covid-spreads.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/how-covid-spreads.html
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RESOLVED: that the Children’s Initiative Oversight Commission finds and determines 

that the foregoing recitals are true and correct and hereby adopts and incorporates them into this 
Resolution; and be it 

 
FURTHER RESOLVED: that, based on these determinations and consistent with federal, 

state and local health guidance, the Children’s Initiative Oversight Commission renews its 
determination that conducting in-person meetings would pose imminent risks to the health of 
attendees; and be it 

 
FURTHER RESOLVED: that the Children’s Initiative Oversight Commission firmly 

believes that the community’s health and safety and the community’s right to participate in local 
government, are both critically important, and the Children’s Initiative Oversight Commission is 
committed to balancing the two by continuing to use teleconferencing to conduct public meetings, 
in accordance with California Government Code section 54953(e), a provision of AB 361; and be 
it 

 
FURTHER RESOLVED: that the Children’s Initiative Oversight Commission will renew 

these (or similar) findings at least every thirty (30) days in accordance with California Government 
Code section 54953(e) until the state of emergency related to COVID-19 has been lifted, or the 
Children’s Initiative Oversight Commission finds that in-person meetings no longer pose 
imminent risks to the health of attendees, whichever is occurs first. 
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OVERVIEW OF COMMISSION – ROLES & RESPONSIBILITIES
Children’s Initiative Ordinance
It shall be the responsibility of the Citizens' Oversight Commission to:

1. Approve subsequent five-year Guidelines for the Early Education and Oakland Promise Funds after the expiration of the initial five-year 
Guidelines, which are set forth in Sections 1606 and 1609 of this Act;

2. Review the analysis and recommendations of the accountability officer for the selection of Implementation Partners, approve or 
reject the recommendation for the selection of Implementation Partners for the Early Education and Oakland Promise Funds, ensure that 
the selection is consistent with the Act, and once approved, submit the final selection to the Oakland City Council for its adoption without 
amendment;

3. After considering the recommendation of the accountability officer, approve any extensions of the term of an Implementation Partner, 
by a majority vote, or any termination of an Implementation Partner for reasons as specified in Sections 1605 and 1608, by a two-thirds 
(2/3) vote, if extension or termination would further the purposes of the Act;

4. Review and approve the results of annual independent financial audits of each of the Funds;

5. Review the performance appraisals of the implementation of the Early Education and Oakland Promise programs presented by the 
accountability officer;

6. Review the external evaluations of the implementation of the Early Education and Oakland Promise programs presented by the 
accountability officer; and

7. Perform such other functions and duties as may be prescribed by the City Administrator.

https://library.municode.com/ca/oakland/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=THCHOA_ARTXVITHCHIN2018


OVERVIEW OF COMMISSION – ROLES & RESPONSIBILITIES
Children’s Initiative Ordinance
Other Noteworthy Items:

• The Citizens' Oversight Commission shall be composed of nine (9) to fifteen (15) members – We are at 15 and one of the larger 
commissions of the City 

• Quorum – A majority of the appointed members of the Commission shall constitute a quorum, but in no case shall a quorum be fewer than 
five (5) members.

• Compensation – Members shall serve without compensation, provided that members may request and receive reimbursement for actual 
transportation and childcare expenses, not to exceed five hundred dollars ($500) annually. – We are one of the only commissions with this 
provision.

https://library.municode.com/ca/oakland/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=THCHOA_ARTXVITHCHIN2018

	Children's Initiative Agenda 01262023
	ATTACHMENT 1 - 01-2023 Continuing Resolution AB 361 Teleconferencing for Boards and Commissions
	ATTACHMENT 2 - Oakland Children’s Initiative - Oversight Commission Role Review 01262023
	Oversight Commission �	- Ordinance language�	- Roles and Responsibilities
	OVERVIEW OF COMMISSION – ROLES & RESPONSIBILITIES
	OVERVIEW OF COMMISSION – ROLES & RESPONSIBILITIES


